
Franco-American

“I dressed in regular little dresses 
[before the war].... 
Then I came back from the Army  
and went back to the mill. 
And at that time 
I brought back my fatigues  
and stuff, and I wore pants. 
Of course, it was the talk  
of the town, but I didn’t care... 
because of the machines! 
If you wore a dress and that 
would get caught in the straps 
you’d killed yourself.” 
Cecile Burgoyne

World War II changed everything

If the war fortified millworkers’ sense 
of being “hyphenate Americans,” so did 
the good economic times that followed.

New opportunities for advancement

“I did about every job there  
was to do in the weave room,  
so they promoted me as an  
assistant overseer, and then they 
promoted me to a full overseer. 
And then of course at that time, 
like I say, I was in charge of 
twelve hundred and fifty-eight 
looms, and I probably had 
somewheres around three  
hundred people working  
under me, on three shifts,  
round the clock. 

And it was a good life, 
we wasn’t making that much 
money but it was a life.”  
Joseph Foisy

                   “My four years in the service [were] a major education....
I had never...slept away from home overnight once....
       So now I’m in [with]...Polacks, Irish, Lithuanians, Italians,...Germans, Russians...
                                                  all in the same company. 

         Now everybody went to church on Sunday, but you went to your own....
              But then I realized,...we’re all actually worshiping the same God basically. 
  Only it’s in different ways and different names and that’s all it means....
        this business, you know, being the only way you go to heaven 
                                is you have to be a Catholic, that’s a lot of hooey. 
              So that’s why I say, I learned more in those four years I went mixing up with 
     all these different guys and everything. And they are good people.”  Lionel Audet

“I remember when I was a kid, the police officer would 
stop the traffic on Canal Street to let the people out  
[at the end of the first shift], and they had to stop the 
traffic for at least ten, fifteen minutes because it would 
take that long just for the line of people to get from the 
door out, you know. And they’d be going up Ash Street, 
and all would you see is from the bottom of the gates  
all the way up, all you would see is just a mass of people 
walking up....There were thousands of people that used 
to work in these mills.”  Danny Fitzsimmons

    “If you owned a Bates bedspread, 
you had one of the best. 
                   I mean, it was like owning a pair 
        of Nikes today.”  Marc D’Amour


